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WHEREAS, the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians (MAFP) and the American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) are organizations that advocate for Family Physicians' well-being, equitable treatment, and the advancement of the specialty of family medicine; and

WHEREAS, the United States faces a critical and worsening shortage of family physicians, with the National Center for Health Workforce Analysis projecting a deficit of approximately 33,100 family medicine physicians by 2036; and

WHEREAS, the proportion of U.S. allopathic medical school graduates matching into family medicine residencies has remained stagnant at approximately 8 to 9% over the past decade, far below the 25% target set by the 25 x 2030 Collaborative and the 30 to 50% generalist benchmark needed to meet the nation's health care needs; and 

WHEREAS, both the MAFP and AAFP currently allow medical students to have membership levels within the organization and both have specifically recognized the need to support family medicine exposure during medical school to improve rates of matriculation into residency; and

WHEREAS, a systematic review and meta-analysis published in Medical Education (2021) demonstrated that early generalist placements are significantly associated with family medicine career choice, with participants 1.62 times more likely to match into family medicine than interest-matched controls (RR 1.62; 95% CI 1.03–2.55) and 2.04 times more likely than unmatched contemporaries (RR 2.04; 95% CI 1.46–2.86); and

WHEREAS, participation in Family Medicine Interest Groups (FMIGs) has been shown to be positively associated with family medicine career choice, with FMIG participants having 2.45 to 4.19 times higher odds of entering family medicine, and AAFP student membership (OR 2.13–2.44) and attendance at the AAFP National Conference (OR 9.77) are among the strongest predictors of choosing family medicine; and

WHEREAS, research demonstrates that more than 70% of medical students change their specialty choice during medical school, and 70% of students who ultimately enter family medicine had selected a different specialty at matriculation, underscoring the critical importance of sustained exposure and engagement with family medicine throughout the educational pipeline; and

WHEREAS, the earlier that students are exposed to the values, scope, and community of family medicine—including during the pre-medical years—the greater the opportunity to cultivate interest, correct misperceptions about the specialty, and build mentoring relationships that support eventual career choice; and

WHEREAS, creating a non-voting pre-medical student membership category within the MAFP would provide pre-medical students with access to family medicine mentors, educational resources, networking opportunities, and professional community at the earliest possible stage of their medical career development; and
WHEREAS, such a membership category would carry no voting privileges and would impose no significant financial or administrative burden on the organization; therefore, and be it 

RESOLVED, That the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians establish a non-voting Pre-Medical Student Membership category, open to undergraduate and post-baccalaureate students who have expressed interest in pursuing a career in medicine, providing access to MAFP educational programming, mentorship networks, and organizational communications, and be it further

RESOLVED, That the MAFP work with the AAFP to advocate for the creation of a similar pre-medical student membership category at the national level, recognizing that early engagement with family medicine professional organizations represents an evidence-based strategy to strengthen the primary care physician pipeline and address the growing family physician workforce shortage in the United States.
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